The Causes of the World War
part in the investigation relating thereto." The object
of these two points was to alienate Serbian public opinion
from the King and the Government. They were universally
regarded as constituting something of a scandal in the
sphere of international law, inasmuch as they infringed
the sovereign independence of Serbia; and were frankly
criticized by the German jurist Schiicking as early as
I9I7-C?)
The tenor of the Note corresponded with the warlike
intentions of its authors and their certainty, first affirmed
on July 7th, that it would lead to war. The final delibera-
tions of the Cabinet Council assembled on July ipth were
opened with the words: "immediately after the outbreak
of war . . ."; and Berchtold, when he left the session
of July I4th, wrote that the Note rendered "an armed
conflict" probable.(S) If, contrary to all probability,
Serbia should submit, the Austro-Hungarian Minister
for Foreign Affairs intended to "exert a very extensive
interference in the practical execution of the points
demanded/' to the end that hostilities should inevitably
follow. But the considered opinion of the Ballplatz was
that the demands could not be accepted by "any State
which still retains the least dignity and pride."(9) This,
however, did not prevent Berchtold, five days after the
meeting of the Council, from depicting these demands
as containing "fundamentally" nothing which was not
quite natural as between "two States which ought to live
in peace and friendship."(io)
The hour of the delivery of the ultimatum was deter-
mined in accordance with information which the German
Government itself undertook to obtain.(ii) It was six
o'clock in the evening, because at that moment Poincare
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